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PRESIDENT-ELECT

LaDon Swann – La Don is the Director of the Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium in Ocean Springs, Mississippi and an
Assistant Professor with Auburn University. Previously, LaDon held the position of Aquaculture Extension Specialist for the Illinois-
Indiana Sea Grant College Program at Purdue University where he earned a Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction. His accomplishments

include creating and managing a variety of web sites including the award-winning Aquaculture Network Information Center (AquaNIC), and
publishing more than 40 scientific papers, videos, and CD-ROMs and hosting the first nation-wide televised aquaculture workshop.
     Dr. Swann is a long time member of the Society and has served as a Board Member and as Vice President.  He has served as coordinator of student
awards and has chaired sessions at the annual meetings.  LaDon was the managing editor, with Joe Tomasso, of the first book published by the USAS,
Aquaculture and the Environment in the United States.  In Feb. 2002 Dr. Swann received the Distinguished Service Award from the USAS.

David A. McKee - Dr. McKee is Professor and Mariculture Program Coordinator at Texas A& M University-Corpus Christi. He has
been a member of WAS since 1981, most recently serving on the 2000-02 USAS Executive Committee as a “member-at-large”.  McKee
has long been involved in WAS student activities, initially securing funds to send sixteen minority aquaculture undergraduate students to
the 1992 (Orlando) and 1993 (Hilton Head) annual conferences.

     “ I want to focus on increasing both general and student membership and especially member participation in the USAS Chapter, including student
attendance and involvement in the Student Activities Committee.  Students are the lifeblood of our organization and industry and we must continue
to identify career opportunities for them. Additionally, I have had both shareholder and Director experience at the producer-level in the Texas
shrimp farming industry and I know how important it is for our organization to continue working closely with the aquaculture industry ”.   
******************************************************************************************************************

VICE-PRESIDENT

George Brooks  - Dr. Brooks is an Environmental Specialist with the Gila River Indian Community in Arizona.  He also holds an
Adjunct Professor position with the University of Arizona.  George received his Bachelors Degree from Arizona State University, his
Master’s from San Diego State and his Ph.D. from the University of Arizona.  George is especially interested in use of aquaculture to
teach science and in development of small-scale, cost effective production systems.  George has worked with commercial species including

catfish, tilapia and Macrobrachium, as well as several native species used in restoration projects.  Dr. Brooks has worked in the private sector as a
farm operator and as a consultant. He has spent time as a research assistant, an extension specialist and as a teaching assistant in various academic
settings. 
     George has been a long time member of the USAS and has served as a judge of student papers.  He has also organized special sessions at annual
meetings.  He is serving on the local organizing committee of the upcoming National Aquaculture Extension Conference and helped organize a recent
session on aquaculture at a national conference on Economic Diversification for Native Americans. 

Jeff Hinshaw - Dr. Hinshaw is an Aquaculture Extension Specialist with the Department of Zoology at North Carolina State
University.  Jeff has served on the board of the USAS and co-wrote a chapter in the new USAS publication, Aquaculture and the
Environment in the United States.   Jeff has also served as a judge of student papers and has organized special sessions at the annual
meetings.  Dr. Hinshaw specializes in trout culture and has been instrumental in the growth of the industry in the lower Appalachians.     

 He has also been active in the US Trout Farmers Association 
******************************************************************************************************************

SECRETARY-TREASURER

J.J. Newman - Dr. Newman is the Aquaculture Extension Specialist with the University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension. 
J.J. has recently completed a term as the society’s Secretary-Treasurer and has offered to run for re-election.  In addition to her service
as an officer, J.J. has also organized special sessions at annual meetings and served as a judge for student papers.  J.J. earned her B.S. in
Environmental Science from Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington and her M.S. and PhD. from Auburn, University.   J.J.

joined UNH Cooperative Extension in February 1997. Prior to joining UNHCE she worked in Butare, Rwanda as the resident researcher and  project
supervisor of a collaborative research project among Auburn University, Oregon State University and the National University of Rwanda.

Paul W. Zajicek - Paul is with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.  In his role as a Biological Administrator
he serves as a technical specialist dedicated to problem resolution and economic development for Florida’s $120 million aquaculture
industry.   Paul earned his B.S. at Florida Institute of Technology and his Master’s at University of Florida.  He has worked in the
private sector in the bait industry, in the academic sector as a research assistant at the University of Florida and now with a state agency. 

Paul is Editor or co-editor of industry directed newsletters (Splash, Highliner and Florida Aquaculture) and the principle author of in-house industry
analysis, web site, and articles for popular publications. He has served the USAS as a committee member for strategic planning.  Paul has also served
as the National Aquaculture Association representative to the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force and the Risk Assessment and Management
Committee for Aquatic Nuisance Species.
     I am particularly interested in pushing for strong and integrated curriculum at the undergraduate and graduate level that turns out well rounded
students with a balance of classroom and hands-on experience, the commitment by the Chapter to produce on a regular interval a revision of
"Aquaculture and the Environment in the United States," and to raise awareness of the US Society such that any one associated with aquaculture
(industry, academia and agencies) will feel it is an absolute necessity to be an active member.



******************************************************************************************************************
2-YEAR BOARD MEMBER

Laura Tiu - Laura earned her Bachelors degree in Biology from Silliman University in the Philippines (1986), where she enjoyed scuba
diving, working on an artificial reef study and with a reef conservation program. After a short stint in Florida, working on 2 tropical fish
farms and at Mote Marine Laboratory in Sarasota, she went to Mississippi State University where she earned her Master’s degree in 1990. 
The title of her thesis was Early growth and survival of age-0 largemouth bass in relation to parental size and swim-up time.  She was

employed at Kentucky State University in Frankfort, Kentucky from 1991-1998 where she worked with Drs. Carl Webster and Jim Tidwell
conducting research on finfish and crustacean nutrition.  She has worked with several species including channel, blue and hybrid catfish, hybrid
striped bass, hybrid bluegill, red claw crawfish and freshwater shrimp.  In September of 1998, Laura accepted a position with Ohio State University
(OSU).  She is an Aquaculture Specialist at the OSU South Centers, a Research and Extension Center in Southern Ohio.  She provides aquaculture
extension support for the entire State as well as conducts applied and demonstration research.  Her research efforts over the past three years have
focused on spawning and grow-out of yellow perch, cage culture of perch, hybrid bluegill and trout and freshwater shrimp production in Ohio. 
Laura is currently working on her Ph.D. at OSU in Human and Community Resource Development with specialization in Extension and Adult
Education.  She lives in Waverly, OH with her handsome husband and two brilliant sons.
     Regarding the future direction of the USAS, Laura would like to see more emphasis put into enhancing communication and relationship building. 
Using technology to increase information flow and encourage collaboration between USAS members would be a top priority.

Douglas Drennan - Douglas Drennan is the President and founder of Aquaculture Systems Technologies, LLC of New Orleans, LA and
the General Manager of Aquaculture Supply, LLC. Doug earned his B.S. at University of New Orleans and his M.S. from Mississippi
State.  After graduation, he served on the faculty at Mississippi Delta Community College and later as a Research Associate at Louisiana
State University.  Doug moved to the private sector in 1995.

                Douglas has been a member of the World Aquaculture Society since 1987.   Additionally, Douglas has been a member of the American
Fisheries Society since 1987.  In 1990 he served on the AFS Student Affairs committee, in 1994 he served as chairman of the AFS Student Activities
Committee for the Bioengineering Section, and in 1995 he served on the AFS Aquaculture Committee of the Southern Division.  Douglas is currently
a member of the American Tilapia Association, and the Aquaculture Engineering Society.  Douglas was elected to the Board of Directors of the U.S.
Aquaculture Suppliers Association in 1997 and currently is serving his final year as President of that organization.  In 1998 Douglas was elected to the
Board of Directors of the National Aquaculture Association and is currently serving his second term on the board.  As a member of the NAA board of
directors Douglas has twice served as chairman of the Auction Committee and is currently chairman of the Research and Product Development
Committee.  Douglas has also served as a member of the WAS Long Range Planning Committee since 1999.  In 2002, Douglas was elected as Vice-
President of the U.S. Chapter of the World Aquaculture Society.  Douglas has a long-term commitment to the Aquaculture Industry, and feels that as
a member of the board of directors of the USAS he can continue to serve the industry promoting aquaculture.
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